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Abstract

- - Manuherikia Group strata incorporate larde wedge-shaped deltarc bodles constructed at the major pomts of : '_ e
. sediment entry into a large freshwater lake (Lake Manuhenkra) wh1ch extended in excess of 5 6()0 km2 and P

-accumulated a sediment pile approximately-700 m thick.

_ The description and enyironmental ‘interpretation of delta plam strata (up to 100 m tluck) is: deterrmned.' :. ) :
 from outcrop, core and E log pattems of Mtocene Manuherikia Group, Blackstone Member and Tev[ot"'; .

' 'repetltrve, mterdlgltatmg sequences of a ﬁne-gramed predommantly carbonaceous succession of clay, silt, - Ey
. lignite and fine sand indicative of relatively short-lived peat swamps, wéll drained swamps, interdistributary -
bays, levees, crevasse splays and distributary channels. - Upper delta plain strata are dommated by thrck -

econonucally slgmﬁcant coal seams indicative of extensive peat-forming swamnps:

Manubherikia Group deltas typify a receding, but constructive, vertically accreting delta system Lower =

delta plain strata progressively onlapped over the upper delta plain strata; as the deltareceded in responseto - ..
the transgressing lake shore. Peat accumulated almost contlnuously in the upper part of the delta plam farthest -

- classical contmenta] shelf deltaic models inwhich the delta progrades asa clastlc wedge over offshore strata.
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