
The Great South Basin 
Opportunities



SouthlandSouthland

12% NZ land area

2.3% NZ pop.

(94,000 people)



Great South Basin Area



Great South Basin License 
Allocation

• A consortium led by ExxonMobil New Zealand (Exploration) Limited
(USA) which includes local company Todd Exploration Limited (New
Zealand)

• A consortium led by OMV New Zealand Limited (Austria) which 
includes PTTEP Offshore Investment Company Ltd (Thailand), Mitsui 
Exploration and Production Australia Pty Ltd (Japan)

• Greymouth Petroleum (New Zealand)



Great South Basin Exploration 
History

1st recognised in the late 1960’s

Approx. 31,500km of 2D acquired 
1969-1982
6 wells drilled 1976-1978
2 wells drilled 1983-1984

One gas discovery and two wells 
abandoned with strong oil and gas 
shows

Approx 2000 km 2D seismic in 
2004

DUNO6 3200 km 2D seismic in 
2006
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Oil & Gas Industry Capacity 
Building and Labour Productivity

• Capacity and Productivity Characteristics of the Oil & Gas at the 
mature production Stage:

Key driver for Economic Growth & transformation
- Capacity builder for Port Infrastructure, Engineering, Marine, 

technology, support industries and skills

Driver of Productivity improvements
- Labour Productivity can be up to 9 times greater than the 

average FTE annual productivity and 7 to 8 times more 
productive than for example the dairy industry:
O & G out put value $900,000 per FTE p.a.
Dairying out put value $120,000 per FTE p.a.
Average Worker out put value $97,000 per FTE p.a.

(Infometrics – Source research - Employment and Economic Impacts O&G Sector Taranaki 2005)



Southland Workforce 
Characteristics

• NZ’s fastest growing labour markets with more new job  
opportunities per capita than any other region.
• The highest level of labour participation.
• Currently NZ’s 3rd most recognised migrant destination
• NZ internal inward migration 1300 people 2005
• NZ outward migration 1270 people 2005
• International inward migration 3300 skilled migrants last 4yrs

• 1.5 % pa population growth predicted to 2020



GSB Development time lines

3 phases before production:

- initial exploration 1-5 years  
- drilling    2-10 years 
- development 10-25 years



Seismic Activity

• OMV has contracted Wavefield 
Inseis commenced seismic in 
December 2007

– Will complete 2D seismic 
46,000km2

• ExxonMobil has contracted 
WesternGeco commenced 
seismic in November 2007

– Will complete  3D seismic 18,000 
km2



Southland’s Response to the Great 
South Basin Opportunities

•Southland Energy 
Consortium July 2007

•Oil Gas & Minerals focus

•170 Companies

• South Port Drilling Base

•Labour Market Strategy   
underway to be completed 
April 2008
•www.southlandenergy.co.nz

http://www.southlandenergy.co.nz/


SouthlandSouthland Energy ConsortiumEnergy Consortium

• SEC offering single contact point for O&G companies
– co-ordinating creation and distribution of industry capability information
– Provide contracted oil/gas services 
– offering support and advice to Southland businesses
– initial goal to attract and support exploration activity to the region

• Create a regional capability website
– Jointly funded by South Port & Venture Southland 

• Developed inter regional industry Partnerships
• Form strategic alliances with national and international 



Key stakeholders & funders

• South Port 
– exploration base plus port functions

• Richardson Group 
– transport & cement

• Walker Group 
– heavy and general engineering

• Clive Wilson
– electrical engineering

• Port Maintenance
– marine & general engineering

• Venture Southland
– admin & supporting co’s co-ordination
– NZTE – Industry Capability 

development 



Regional Capability Profile



Regional Capability Profile



Regional Capability Profile



Indicative Work Programme

• The Great South Basin programme will involve

3 key phases:

Indicative Timetable
• Seismic phase - Survey Commenced 2007 to 2011
• Exploration programme Commencing 2009/10 to 2015+
• Oil and or gas production (subject to a successful exploration 

drilling programme)2013 + to (tbc)



Where to from here?

• Each consortia have drop or drill points

• They will analyse the seismic and decide if they will continue

• Southland Energy Consortium to continue promoting regional 
opportunities including other projects such as lignite, wind etc

• Southland Energy Consortium will provide a ‘One Stop Shop’ to co-
ordinate local resources to facilitate local development opportunities 
for off shore and on shore activities 

• For Further Information:
oilgasmineralsnz.com or
www.southlandenergy.co.nz
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