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Block Offer 2018 Submissions Summary – Iwi and Hapū 

We received 7 submissions from iwi and hapū. We have summarised all submissions 
below. We have also provided an overview of the major themes recurring throughout the 
submissions.  

Please note that although we did not request submissions from local councils we did 
receive one submission from Stratford District Council.  We have included this submission 
in this report.  

THEMES 

All the submissions express some level of objection to all or part of the block offer process 
and/or request exclusion of areas released. The majority of the submissions express 
objections to oil and gas activity noting a lack of consideration and management in 
respect to impacts upon customary and cultural interests. 

A number of submissions provide substantial information to support request for exclusions 
and/or conditions relating to areas of cultural significance that range from burial sites 
through to sites of historical interests.  

Protection of customary rights and culturally significant sites 

The submitters outline that in regards to the Block Offer process and industry operations, 
their cultural interests are not sufficiently protected.  Despite numerous submissions in 
previous years requesting to exclude or place conditions on culturally significant areas 
and/or sites, or requests to ensure operators meet and discuss protection of such sites 
with affected iwi, concerns regarding their cultural interests do not seem to be considered 
or managed in ways that satisfy these concerns.  

To this submitters have provided a number of requests to exclude sites of significance 
and additionally requests for conditions such as setback zones and limitations to activities 
close to these significant sites. 

Meeting Treaty of Waitangi obligations 

A number of submissions highlight issues and concerns in regards to Treaty of Waitangi 
obligations.  These range from consultation that does not satisfy iwi expectations and 
upholding treaty settlement obligations, through to requests to have greater inclusion in 
decision processes that aligns better with a partnership model. 

A number of the submissions also outline issues in regards to the Crown’s assertion of 
petroleum ownership, and refer to Waitangi Tribunal reports that highlight that Māori had 
legal title to petroleum in their land prior to 1937, and that the petroleum assets should 
have been included in their Treaty negotiations. The submissions state that the Crown 
fails to honour the findings of the tribunal and its responsibilities and obligations under the 
Treaty of Waitangi regarding the management of petroleum exploration and mining 
through its lack of protection given to Māori rights and lands. 
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Selection of suitable companies 

Submitters raise a number of concerns regarding the selection of appropriate companies 
through the Block Offer process. Specifically, that there are no considerations given in the 
selection process that would ensure companies actively engage and involve iwi in their 
activities or consider protections for culturally significant sites and cultural rights. 

Some submitters have suggested that affected iwi should be included in the selection 
process of companies to ensure there will be greater considerations of their interests. 

Government capacity and ability to deal with an oil spill  

Government capacity and ability to deal with an oil spill has been highlighted in many 
submissions, including in previous years. Submitters are concerned that in the event of a 
major oil spill the government does not have the capability or equipment to deal with a 
large scale spill and the subsequent impacts on the environment would be catastrophic.  

Submitters outline that this is an ongoing concern. 

No economic benefits for Māori  

As in previous years, there is concern among a range of submitters that oil and gas 
activity has not and therefore will not bring any benefits to iwi, hapū and whānau, or to the 
region in which the activity is occurring. The suggested jobs and wealth created by the 
activity is viewed sceptically by these groups who outline a level of poverty for their 
people despite claims that the royalties derived from the industry contributes greatly to the 
economy.  

 

 

 

 

  



March 25, 2019 Summary of Iwi Submissions and Recommendations  

 
  

4 
 
 

SUBMISSIONS  

1. TE KOROWAI O NGĀ RUAHINE TRUST  (TKONT) 

Category:             

Iwi (PSGE) 

Relevant release area(s): 

Release areas that overlap with their rohe. 

Request for exclusions: 

YES 

Whilst TKONT requests that entire blocks are removed from the process, the Crown’s 
past decision in respect of granting the block offers makes TKONT sceptical about the 
level of exclusion that will be granted.  
 
Should the Crown proceed with the release of these blocks, TKONT specifically request 
that the following areas are excluded (and that no exploration (including infrastructure) be 
permitted to take place within 500 metres of): 

• The land, rivers and waterways that within Ngāruahine’s recognised kaitiaki area 
and statutory acknowledgement areas (Ngāruahine Settlement Claims Act 2016); 

• Cultural redress properties (Ngāruahine Settlement claims Act 2016); 
• Urupā and wāhi tapu (to be disclosed in confidence to any permit holder); 
• Marae, and 
• Significant Natural Areas (SNAs) within the rohe (available from the Taranaki 

Regional Council). 

Conditions requested:  

YES 

ADDITIONAL PERMIT CONDITIONS THAT WOULD PROTECT THE SITES 
 
TKONT requests that the following conditions are placed on the permits: 
 

• TKONT and the hapū of Ngāruahine are involved in the decision making process 
about which companies may undertake exploration – paying attention to the 
cultural, social and environmental responsibility of the organisation; 

 
• TKONT and the hapū of Ngāruahine are engaged in early dialogue and 

consultation on any activity that has the potential to cause adverse effects on 
freshwater sources (ground and surface water), affect aquatic life (fish and 
organisms), native flora and fauna and sea birds; 

 
• TKONT and the hapū of Ngāruahine are engaged in early dialogue with permit 

holders regarding tikanga and cultural sensitivity of sites; 
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• That the permit holder engage in early dialogue with TKONT. The hapū of 
Ngāruahine are to ensure that no culturally significant site will be affected, and that 
mitigation and management strategies are put in place to ensure no adverse 
effects; 

 
• TKONT and hapū are engaged in early dialogue and approve the emergency 

response plans and strategies that the permit holder develops should an adverse 
incident take place that affects directly or indirectly the mauri of the water, land 
habitat, species and wider environment; 

 
• The permit holders financially invest in remediation strategies and investments 

that will enhance the natural environment. The nature of the investment should be 
determined in partnership with TKONT and the hapū of Ngāruahine;  

 
• The permit holder works alongside TKONT with its development of their Kaitiaki 

Plan, which shall include matters relating to mineral exploration within it and 
 

• As a condition of any block offer, permit holders make a positive and direct 
contribution to conservation and restoration efforts, as well as recognising the 
special role and considerations of tikanga Māori.  

 

Key matters raised:  

PROTECTION PRINCIPLES 
TKONT submits that little attention has been given to the protection of areas, which are of 
significant interest to Māori. Within the Ngāruahine Settlement Act (2016), protection 
principles have been established for areas of land and water, for which Ngāruahine share 
an intimate cultural, spiritual, historical and traditional relationship. These principles 
provide a very strong foundation to ‘test’ the cultural appropriateness of any activity within 
the rohe. 
 
Judging the block offer against these principles, TKONT states it is evident that the new 
permit areas should not be awarded as there is very little respect for or protection of their 
interests. 
 
WAI 796 
TKONT refers to the findings of the Waitangi Tribunal Petroleum Report, 2000. The report 
recorded that Māori had legal title to petroleum in their land prior to 1937, and that the 
petroleum assets should be included in the Treaty negotiations. The Crown failed to 
honour the findings of the Tribunal. A further report was issued in 2011 highlighting how 
the petroleum regime was in breach of the Treaty of Waitangi. The Tribunal found flaws in 
the management regime including the lack of protection given to Māori rights and lands. 
The recommendations of the Tribunal included the establishment of a Ministerial Advisory 
Committee to address our concerns, the establishment of local / regional representative 
and decision making bodies, and the allocation of Crown resources to enable effective 
participation in the petroleum management regime in recognition of the resource disparity 
that exists.  
 
ADVERSE EFFECTS FROM EXPLORATION 
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There are serious concerns about the environmental impacts caused by exploration and 
mining. These include, and are not limited to, impact on aquatic life, birdlife, natural 
biodiversity and quality of the waterways.  
 
Despite the assertions about the economic value and significance of the exploration 
activities, economically Ngāruahine has not received any real advantage from exploration 
to date within their rohe. The Crown states that the dividends from profits are reinvested 
and benefit New Zealand as a whole. TKONT state that the numbers of Ngāruahine living 
in economically challenged households would not agree with the Crown’s statement. 
  
The real economic impact of mining on alternative and adjacent activities has seen a real 
decline in employment opportunities and the decimation of many small-scale whānau 
based businesses.  
 

Requests 

Request 

Exclusions: 

Whilst TKONT requests that entire blocks are removed from the process 
TKONT specifically request that the following areas are excluded (and that no exploration (including infrastructure) be permitted to 
take place within 500 metres of): 

• The land, rivers and waterways that within Ngāruahine’s recognised kaitiaki area and statutory acknowledgement areas 
(Ngāruahine Settlement Claims Act 2016);  

 
• Cultural redress properties (Ngāruahine Settlement claims Act 2016); 
• Urupā and wāhi tapu (to be disclosed in confidence to any permit holder); 
• Marae, and 
• Significant Natural Areas (SNAs) within the rohe (available from the Taranaki Regional Council). 

Conditions requested: 

TKONT and the hapū of Ngāruahine are involved in the decision making process about which companies may undertake exploration – 
paying attention to the cultural, social and environmental responsibility of the organisation; 
TKONT and the hapū of Ngāruahine are engaged in early dialogue and consultation on any activity that has the potential to cause 
adverse effects on freshwater sources (ground and surface water), affect aquatic life (fish and organisms), native flora and fauna and 
sea birds; 
TKONT and the hapū of Ngāruahine are engaged in early dialogue with permit holders regarding tikanga and cultural sensitivity of 
sites; 
That the permit holder engage in early dialogue with TKONT. The hapū of Ngāruahine are to ensure that no culturally significant site 
will be affected, and that mitigation and management strategies are put in place to ensure no adverse effects; 
TKONT and hapū are engaged in early dialogue and approve the emergency response plans and strategies that the permit holder 
develops should an adverse incident take place that affects directly or indirectly the mauri of the water, land habitat, species and 
wider environment; 
The permit holders financially invest in remediation strategies and investments that will enhance the natural environment. The nature 
of the investment should be determined in partnership with TKONT and the hapū of Ngāruahine;  
The permit holder works alongside TKONT with its development of their Kaitiaki Plan, which shall include matters relating to mineral 
exploration within it and 
As a condition of any block offer, permit holders make a positive and direct contribution to conservation and restoration efforts, as 
well as recognising the special role and considerations of tikanga Māori 
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2.  TE KAAHUI O RAURU  

Category:             

Iwi (PSGE) 

Relevant release area(s): 

None 

Request for exclusions: 

This submission was in support of Te Korowai o Ngaruahine Trust’s submission and 
opposes the block offer. Should the block offer go ahead, Te Kaahui o Rauru seek similar 
conditions to those put forward by Ngaruahine. 
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3. TE KOTAHITANGA O TE ATIAWA TRUST (TARANAKI)  

Category:             

PSGE (Iwi) 

Relevant release area(s): 

17TAR-R1, 17TAR-R2, 17TAR-R3 

Request for exclusions: 

YES 

Exclusions/amendments requested: 

The Trust and Hapū oppose the granting of the following blocks which reside within the 
rohe of Te Atiawa: 

• 174E39/1-2A; 
• 174E39/1-2B; 
• 174E39/2-1; 
• 174E38/32-3; 
• 174E39/2-4; 
• 174E39/8-1; and 
• 174E38/8-2. 

Conditions requested:  

None 

Key matters raised:  

General objection response that raises the following points:   

• The Trust and Hapū oppose the granting of the above blocks. The landscape within 
which the above blocks are located is rich in Te Atiawa history. This is evident by the 
number of sites, rights and interests shown in maps attached to response.  
 

• This proposal has the potential to impact on sites, rights and interests shown in the 
maps in Annex 1.  These maps outline: 

a) The Statutory Acknowledgement areas and Statements of Association proving their 
cultural significance, as recognised in the Te Atiawa Iwi Claims Settlement Act 2016: 
b) New Zealand Archaeological Authority (NZAA) recorded wāhi tapu sites; 
c) New Plymouth District Plan (NPDP) recorded wāhi tapu sites; 
d) Te Atiawa wāhi tapu sites to be formally recorded; 
e) Māori owned land; and 
f) Native Reserves. 

 

• In addition, Blocks 174E39/1-2A, 74E39/1-2B, 174E39/2-1 and 174E38/32-3 form part 
of New Plymouth town district and are currently zoned residential in the operative and 
proposed New Plymouth District Plan. 
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• The Trust and Hapū request that the first Annual Forum and first Annual Block Offer 
Round Meeting take place in accordance with obligations within the Relationship 
Agreement with the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment in Relation to 
Petroleum and Minerals. 
 

• The Trust requests that enhanced iwi engagement occurs immediately to protect 
these areas of particular importance to Te Atiawa in accordance with Obligation 9.1 
(a),(b) and (c) within the Relationship Agreement with the Ministry of Business, 
Innovation and Employment in Relation to Petroleum and…. 

Requests 

Request 

Exclusions 

• 174E39/1-2A; 
• 174E39/1-2B; 
• 174E39/2-1; 
• 174E38/32-3; 
• 174E39/2-4; 
• 174E39/8-1; and 
• 174E38/8-2. 

 
a) The Statutory Acknowledgement areas and Statements of Association proving their cultural significance, as recognised in the Te 
Atiawa Iwi Claims Settlement Act 2016: 
b) New Zealand Archaeological Authority (NZAA) recorded wāhi tapu sites; 
c) New Plymouth District Plan (NPDP) recorded wāhi tapu sites; 
d) Te Atiawa wāhi tapu sites to be formally recorded; 
e) Māori owned land; and 
f) Native Reserves. 

Conditions 

Request that the first Annual Forum and first Annual Block Offer Round Meeting take place in accordance with obligations within the 
Relationship Agreement with the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment in Relation to Petroleum and Minerals. 
 
requests that enhanced iwi engagement occurs immediately to protect these areas of particular importance to Te Atiawa in 
accordance with Obligation 9.1 (a),(b) and (c) within the Relationship Agreement with the Ministry of Business, Innovation and 
Employment in Relation to Petroleum and Minerals 
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4. TARANAKI IWI 

Category:             

PSGE (Iwi) 

Relevant release area(s): 

Block Offer 18TAR-C2 

Request for exclusions: 

YES 

Exclusions/amendments requested: 

Taranaki Iwi seeks the following exclusion areas from the onshore Block Offer 18TAR-C2 
within the Taranaki Iwi rohe:  

• Land within an agreed distance from all awa/rivers (their tributaries and marginal 
strips) all recognised and provided for under the Taranaki Iwi Claims Settlement 
Act 2016. Statutory Acknowledgement Areas need to be adequately recognised 
alongside the unique role that Iwi/hapū play as kaitiaki in protecting these areas. 
(attached a list of Taranaki Iwi Statutory Acknowledgement and Deeds of 
Recognition Areas); 
 

• Land within an agreed distance from all Taranaki Iwi Significant Waterways & 
Main Tributaries. This ensures adequate protection is afforded to these areas from 
the earliest stage of development, including the block offer process. (attached a 
list of Taranaki Iwi Significant Waterways & Main Tributaries); 
 

• Land within an agreed distance from all Cultural Redress Properties recognised 
and provided for under the Taranaki Iwi Claims Settlement Act 2016.  (attached a 
list of Taranaki Iwi Cultural Redress Properties); 
 

• Land within an agreed distance from all Deferred Selection Properties recognised 
and provided for under the Taranaki Iwi Claims Settlement Act 2016.  (attached a 
list of  Taranaki Iwi Deferred Selection Properties); 
 

• Land within an agreed distance of Taranaki Iwi Marae/Pā (and the reservation 
lands they are legally responsible for under the Māori Land Court). A map that 
both identifies the location of Taranaki Iwi Marae is attached to the Submission 
(Please refer to submission for Taranaki Iwi Marae Map and sites of 
significance);  
 

• Taranaki note that Parihaka Papakāinga has been removed from the block offer 
further to their earlier submissions -  they submit further that all Taranaki iwi 
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marae/pā are culturally and causally connected to the significance of Parihaka and 
should also be removed from Block Offer 18TAR-C2; 
 

• Land within an agreed distance of sites of historical, cultural and spiritual 
significance and where customary rights continue to be exercised. (attached a list 
of sites and co-ordinates Taranaki Iwi Sites of Significance);  
 

• Land within an agreed distance of identified urupa sites;  
 

• Land within an agreed distance of native vegetation and wetlands that are 1 ha or 
greater; and 
 

• Land within an agreed distance of conservation estate and reserves and 
conservation covenanted lands.  

Conditions requested:  

YES 

• To recognise the area’s importance to Taranaki Iwi and that Taranaki Iwi request 
that a permit holder give the iwi, marae/pā or hapū notice before a specific activity 
begins and that a relationship agreement is entered into prior to any works being 
undertaken. 

 
• In evaluating who will become the successful applicant, consideration must be 

given to the applicant’s proven ability or willingness to become involved in 
meaningful engagement with the relevant iwi/hapū authority 

 
• Where proposed activity in an onshore block may impact upon taonga species, 

native habitat, vegetation and wildlife, consultation should take place with the 
relevant Iwi/hapū for the purposes of determining appropriate measures to ensure 
sufficient protection. 

 
• The applicant will consult with Taranaki Iwi to establish appropriate responses, 

including key contacts, in the case of emergencies that impact on the mouri of the 
water, biodiversity and wider environment. 

Key matters raised:  

General objection response that raises the following points:   

• Taranaki Iwi ask for strong standards to be established and further maintained so 
that both Iwi and the wider public are reassured that only the best operators are 
being qualified to search for and use natural resources. 

 
• Taranaki Iwi have learnt that the best operators are very inclusive in their 

approach to development; they engage early with Iwi and are also forthcoming 
with information.  

 
• As kaitiaki/guardians for their rohe, Taranaki Iwi is not only seeking adequate 

protection for the environment but also to ensure that customary rights are 
protected.  
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Requests 

Request 

Exclusions 

Taranaki Iwi seeks the following exclusion areas from the onshore Block Offer 18TAR-C2 within the Taranaki Iwi rohe:  
 
Land within an agreed distance from all awa/rivers (their tributaries and marginal strips) all recognised and provided for under the 
Taranaki Iwi Claims Settlement Act 2016. Statutory Acknowledgement Areas need to be adequately recognised alongside the unique 
role that Iwi/hapū play as kaitiaki in protecting these areas. (attached a list of Taranaki Iwi Statutory Acknowledgement and Deeds of 
Recognition Areas); 
Land within an agreed distance from all Taranaki Iwi Significant Waterways & Main Tributaries. This ensures adequate protection is 
afforded to these areas from the earliest stage of development, including the block offer process. (attached a list of Taranaki Iwi 
Significant Waterways & Main Tributaries); 
Land within an agreed distance from all Cultural Redress Properties recognised and provided for under the Taranaki Iwi Claims 
Settlement Act 2016.  (attached a list of Taranaki Iwi Cultural Redress Properties); 
Land within an agreed distance from all Deferred Selection Properties recognised and provided for under the Taranaki Iwi Claims 
Settlement Act 2016.  (attached a list of  Taranaki Iwi Deferred Selection Properties); 
Land within within an agreed distance of Taranaki Iwi Marae/Pā (and the reservation lands they are legally responsible for under the 
Māori Land Court). A map that both identifies the location of Taranaki Iwi Marae is attached to the Submission (Please refer to 
submission for Taranaki Iwi Marae Map and sites of significance); 
Taranaki note that Parihaka Papakāinga has been removed from the block offer further to their earlier submissions -  they submit 
further that all Taranaki iwi marae/pā are culturally and causally connected to the significance of Parihaka and should also be removed 
from Block Offer 18TAR-C2; 
Land within an agreed distance of sites of historical, cultural and spiritual significance and where customary rights continue to be 
exercised. (attached a list of sites and co-ordinates Taranaki Iwi Sites of Significance);  
Land within an agreed distance of identified urupa sites;  
Land within an agreed distance of native vegetation and wetlands that are 1 ha or greater; and 
Land within an agreed distance of conservation estate and reserves and conservation covenanted lands.  

Conditions 

To recognise the area’s importance to Taranaki Iwi and that Taranaki Iwi request that a permit holder give the iwi, marae/pā or hapū 
notice before a specific activity begins and that a relationship agreement is entered into prior to any works being undertaken. 
In evaluating who will become the successful applicant, consideration must be given to the applicant’s proven ability or willingness to 
become involved in meaningful engagement with the relevant iwi/hapū authority 
Where proposed activity in an onshore block may impact upon taonga species, native habitat, vegetation and wildlife, consultation 
should take place with the relevant Iwi/hapū for the purposes of determining appropriate measures to ensure sufficient protection. 
The applicant will consult with Taranaki Iwi to establish appropriate responses, including key contacts, in the case of emergencies that 
impact on the mouri of the water, biodiversity and wider environment. 
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5. TE RUNANGA O NGATI RUANUI TRUST  

Category:             

PSGE (Iwi) 

Relevant release area(s): 

Block Offer 18TAR-C2 

Request for exclusions: 

YES 

Exclusions/amendments requested: 

Ngati Ruanui seeks the following land exclusions from the blocks where they may be 
impacted: 

• Land within 20 metres of the Tangahoe, Patea and Whenuakura Awa (Rivers). 
The Tangahoe, Patea and Whenuakura Awa are Statutory Acknowledgement 
Areas under the Ngati Ruanui Claims Settlement Act 2003. Further, the 
Tangahoe, Patea and Whenuakura Awa are specifically recognised catchments in 
the Ngati Ruanui Environmental Management Plan (Section 2 Resource 
Management Act 1991). Ngati Ruanui considers that it is inappropriate for any 
petroleum exploration to occur close to their Awa. 
 

• Land within 50 metres of their Marae sites. Referral to Te Runanga o Ngati 
Ruanui is considered the most practical way for the successful company to 
identify the location of such sites when exploration activities occur. This is not a 
protection that is afforded to Ngati Ruanui through the Resource Management Act 
and resulting local government District Plan.   
 

• Identified Urupa sites. While these sites are likely to be small in number, 
acknowledgement of such sites is deemed important for exclusion given their 
historical and cultural sensitivity to hapu and whanau.  Referral to Te Runanga o 
Ngati Ruanui is considered the most practical way for the successful company to 
identify such sites when exploration activities occur. No protection is afforded to 
these sites under the South Taranaki District Plan.  
 

• Any area, regardless of land title boundaries, of native vegetation 1 ha or greater, 
where that vegetation is 3 metres or greater in height. The loss of native 
vegetation within the Taranaki Region is significant. The protection and 
enhancement of biodiversity is a significant policy feature of the Ngati Ruanui 
Environmental Plan. It is noted that native vegetation is often not afforded any 
adequate protection under regional or district plans and therefore does not 
automatically sit within the Resources Management Act considerations.   

Conditions requested:  

• That any exploration activity that occurs within 100 metres of the Tangahoe, 
Whenuakura and Patea Awa are referred by the successful company to Ngati 
Ruanui for comment. Ngati Ruanui will provide comment within 20 working days 
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of notification. (This specific referral does not affect any process or engagement 
through the Resource Management Act 1991).  This referral will ensure the 
Statutory Acknowledgment Area is adequately recognised and our unique role of 
Kaitiakitanga is enduring through the exploration permit process, especially during 
a site selection process for exploration activities. 

Key matters raised:  

Ngati Ruanui ask that only the most suitable companies are given rights to search for and 
use natural resources. In particular any evaluation should determine a company’s 
credentials against their ability to actively engage and involve iwi in the activities they wish 
to undertake.  

Requests 

 
Request 

Exclusions 

Land within 20 metres of the Tangahoe, Patea and Whenuakura Awa (Rivers). The Tangahoe, Patea and Whenuakura Awa are 
Statutory Acknowledgement Areas under the Ngati Ruanui Claims Settlement Act 2003. Further, the Tangahoe, Patea and 
Whenuakura Awa are specifically recognised catchments in the Ngati Ruanui Environmental Management Plan (Section 2 Resource 
Management Act 1991). Ngati Ruanui considers that it is inappropriate for any petroleum exploration to occur close to their Awa. 
Land within 50 metres of their Marae sites. Referral to Te Runanga o Ngati Ruanui is considered the most practical way for the 
successful company to identify the location of such sites when exploration activities occur. This is not a protection that is afforded to 
Ngati Ruanui through the Resource Management Act and resulting local government District Plan.   
Identified Urupa sites. While these sites are likely to be small in number, acknowledgement of such sites is deemed important for 
exclusion given their historical and cultural sensitivity to hapu and whanau.  Referral to Te Runanga o Ngati Ruanui is considered the 
most practical way for the successful company to identify such sites when exploration activities occur. No protection is afforded to 
these sites under the South Taranaki District Plan.  
Any area, regardless of land title boundaries, of native vegetation 1 ha or greater, where that vegetation is 3 metres or greater in 
height. The loss of native vegetation within the Taranaki Region is significant. The protection and enhancement of biodiversity is a 
significant policy feature of the Ngati Ruanui Environmental Plan. It is noted that native vegetation is often not afforded any adequate 
protection under regional or district plans and therefore does not automatically sit within the Resources Management Act 
considerations.   
 

Conditions 

That any exploration activity that occurs within 100 metres of the Tangahoe, Whenuakura and Patea Awa are referred by the 
successful company to Ngati Ruanui for comment. Ngati Ruanui will provide comment within 20 working days of notification. (This 
specific referral does not affect any process or engagement through the Resource Management Act 1991).  This referral will ensure the 
Statutory Acknowledgment Area is adequately recognised and our unique role of Kaitiakitanga is enduring through the exploration 
permit process, especially during a site selection process for exploration activities. 

 
  



March 25, 2019 Summary of Iwi Submissions and Recommendations  

 
  

15 
 
 

6. TE RUNANGA O NGATI MUTUNGA  

Category:             

PSGE (Iwi) 

Relevant release area(s): 

Block Offer 18TAR-C2 

Request for exclusions: 

YES 

Exclusions/amendments requested: 

• The following statutory acknowledgement areas:  
o Part Mimitangiatua-Pukearuhe Coast Marginal Strip  
o Waitoetoe Beach Recreation Reserve;  
o Mimitangiatua Scenic Reserve;  
o Mimitangiatua Gorge Scientific Reserve;  
o Urenui River Marginal Strip;  
o Urenui River;  
o Mimitangiatua River within the Ngati Mutunga Area of Interest; and 
o Waitara River within the Ngāti Mutunga Area of Interest 
o All Statutory Acknowledgement Areas that are within the Block offer Area. 

 
• All Waahi Taonga sites as identified on the draft NPDC District Plan. 

 
• All sites of significance included in the Draft Taranaki Regional Council Coastal 

Plan which was notified early this year 
 

• Urenui Pa Reserve. 
 
• Tupuna awa - not covered in the Statutory Acknowledgement areas - namely 

Wai-iti Stream, Papatiki stream and Waitoetoe River. 

Conditions requested:  

YES 

• That NZ Petroleum and Minerals make any Block Offer applicants aware of their 
legal responsibility (under the Resource Management Act 1991 and Heritage New 
Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014) to protect these sites from any damage their 
activities may cause. 

• The information provided in the submission that describes or locates their wāhi 
tapu not be included in the information that is published on the NZP&M website. 

Key matters raised:  

• Conflict with the Ngati Mutunga iwi Environmental Management Plan. The 
Runanga asserts its rights of ownership to any minerals found within the iwi rohe 
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boundary in the Ngati Mutunga lwi Environmental Management Plan, Te o Ngati 
Mutunga.  

• Negative impact on sites of cultural importance of to Ngati Mutunga. The historical 
and cultural significance of Ngati Mutunga area of interest within the block offer is 
reflected in the high number of waahi tapu sites that are located here. These sites 
have been identified, located and mapped by Te Runanga o Ngati Mutunga for 
inclusion in the New Plymouth Council District Plan, which will be notified later this 
year, and the Draft Taranaki Regional Coastal Plan which was publically notified 
earlier this year.  

 

Requests 

Request 

Exclusions 

The following statutory acknowledgement areas:  

o Part Mimitangiatua-Pukearuhe Coast Marginal Strip  

o Waitoetoe Beach Recreation Reserve;  

o Mimitangiatua Scenic Reserve;  

o Mimitangiatua Gorge Scientific Reserve;  

o Urenui River Marginal Strip;  

o Urenui River;  

o Mimitangiatua River within the Ngati Mutunga Area of Interest; and 

o Waitara River within the Ngāti Mutunga Area of Interest 

o All Statutory Acknowledgement Areas that are within the Block offer Area. 

All Waahi Taonga sites as identified on the draft NPDC District Plan. 

All sites of significance included in the Draft Taranaki Regional Council Coastal Plan which was notified early this year 

Urenui Pa Reserve. 

Tupuna awa - not covered in the Statutory Acknowledgement areas - namely Wai-iti Stream, Papatiki stream and Waitoetoe River. 

Conditions 

That NZ Petroleum and Minerals make any Block Offer applicants aware of their legal responsibility (under the Resource Management 

Act 1991 and Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014) to protect these sites from any damage their activities may cause. 

The information provided in the submission that describes or locates their wāhi tapu not be included in the information that is 

published on the NZP&M website. 
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7. NGA HAPU O POUTAMA   

Category:             

Iwi 

Relevant release area(s): 

Block Offer 18TAR-C2 

Request for exclusions: 

YES 

Exclusions/amendments requested: 

Please see map in Annex 2 

Conditions requested:  

None 

Key matters raised:  

Nga Hapu o Poutama state that the insistence by the Crown of the ownership and the 
arbitrary right to manage the Poutama petroleum resource is a deliberate ongoing and 
self-serving breach of treaty and property rights.  
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8. STRATFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL 

Category:             

District Council 

Relevant release area(s): 

Block Offer 18TAR-C2 

Request for exclusions: 

NO 

Exclusions/amendments requested: 

None 

Conditions requested:  

None 

Key matters raised:  

Notes 7 known archaeological sites listed under the Stratford District Plan are within the 
Block Offer area. 
 
A proportion of the Block Offer is close to main population densities and council need to 
have regard to this in making decision associated with petroleum exploration and 
extraction consents. 
 
The Stratford District Council needs to have regard, in making decisions association with 
petroleum exploration/extraction consents, to statutory acknowledgements of Ngati 
Ruanui which are within the Block Offer area. 
 
Submission also states that no mineral exploration, including petroleum exploration, that 
is proposed to be undertaken on the same area of land as any iwi/hapu sensitive site 
identified for protection in Appendix 6 of the Plan, shall commence until consultation has 
been undertaken with the appropriate iwi/hapu. 



March 25, 2019 Summary of Iwi Submissions and Recommendations  

 
  

19 
 
 

ANNEX ONE: TARANAKI IWI AREAS OF INTEREST 
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ANNEX TWO: MAP OF NGA HAPU O POUTAMA AREAS OF INTEREST 
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ANNEX THREE: NGATI MUTUNGA SITES OF INTEREST 
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