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Requirements  
The NZP&M Online Exploration Database has been optimised for Microsoft Internet Explorer 11.0. Check that popups 
are enabled in your browser to ensure functionality. Other versions and browsers may result in inconsistent search 
results, page display and download capability.  

Note that there is a maximum file size download limit of 10GB, files in excess of this size limit will require a data order 
to be created.  

If you have any questions, please contact us at nzpam@mbie.govt.nz. 

Registration 
Access to the NZP&M Online Exploration Database is free. Registration is required to enable full access and download 
capability, including the Enhanced Search function.  Registration is processed manually by the Geoscience Information 
Team within New Zealand Petroleum & Minerals, please allow up to 3 business days for this. 

STEP 1 
Click the ‘Register’ button on the Homepage. 

  

http://mako.wd.govt.nz/otcsdav/nodes/3664240/nzpam%40mbie.govt.nz


STEP 2 
Fill in your details, certain information is required in order to enable us to ship large data orders and contact you if 
necessary1.  
Then click ‘continue’. 

  

                                                                 
1 Privacy: Please refer to our privacy statement at nzpam.govt.nz 

https://www.nzpam.govt.nz/about/privacy/


STEP 3 
Review your information. If correct click ‘submit’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An email will be sent to you once the registration has been completed, please allow up to 3 business days. 



Section 1: Downloading Reports and Enclosures 

1.1 Downloading Reports 

Select from the ‘QUICK LINKS’ at bottom right of the home page. 

 

  



Enter the relevant search fields, one or more is required, and click ‘search’2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A list of results is returned from the search. Select the check box next to the required report to enable access to the 
report and accompanying enclosures. Ensure that popups are enabled in your browser. 

Hover the mouse over the actions tab and click ‘download’ from the drop down menu. 

  

                                                                 
2 The Online Exploration database uses a string search and wildcards are not required. 



In the new download window click ‘download’.  

 

  



1.2 Downloading Enclosures 

Return to the report search results. Select the check box next to the required report.  

Hover the mouse over the ‘Actions’ tab and select ‘Report Enclosures’ from the drop down menu. Ensure that 
popups are enabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The enclosure list will open in a new window. Select the check box(s) for required enclosure(s). Hover the mouse over 
‘Actions’ tab and select ‘Download’ from the drop down menu. In the new download window click the download link. 

 



Section 2: Ordering Pre and Post Stack Seismic 

Processed, re-processed and field seismic data is not available for download directly from the Online Exploration 
Database and therefore requires a data order to be placed online. The example given below is for a 2D seismic project3 
however, the same basic process applies to ordering seismic field data. 

Please note that transcription of seismic field data is provided by NZP&M’s data management contractor and 
generates a fee for service. Following placement of an order, a quote will be provided directly to you by the contractor 
for approval prior to commencement of any transcription service. 

2.1 Ordering Seismic Projects 

Select ‘Petroleum 2D or 3D Surveys’ from the ‘QUICK LINKS’ at bottom right of the home page. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                                 
3 Project refers to processed and reprocessed SEGY data 



Search for surveys using one or more parameters provided (more parameters are available by clicking on  
‘Advanced Search’). 

 

Select the check box of the surveys you wish to download. Hover over the ‘Actions’ tab and select ‘Seismic Projects 
2D’ from the drop down menu. Note, for seismic field data select the appropriate entry in the ‘Actions’ tab. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A new window will open. Select all the check box(s) of all the seismic projects (processing versions) you wish to 
order. Hover over the ‘Actions’ tab and click ‘Add to Briefcase’ from the drop down menu.  

 

  



Click the ‘’ next to ‘Seismic Project Name’ to select all items. 

 

Once you have all the seismic projects you require, navigate to Briefcase>Order Process/Status>‘My Briefcase’ (left 
hand side of screen) to complete the order. 

 

To complete the order, select the check box of the projects you wish to order and click ‘Order Seismic Project(s)’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
You will now be directed to a window that shows the cost of the order. If you choose to accept, you will then be 
requested to enter details for delivery. Fill out the form and click ‘Submit Order’ to complete your order. NZP&M will 



contact you once your data is ready to send to you. Note that seismic field data orders will be forwarded to our data 
management contractor for follow up. 

 

 

  



Section 3: Sourcing Data Using Spatial Analysis 

3.1 Maps 

The maps in the online exploration database allow users to find and select data and to drilldown to related records 
in the database. Three maps are available based on commodity and can be accessed via the links to left of the 
screen under the classifications Coal, Mineral or Petroleum. 

 

Following layers are available in the maps: 

• Coal drillholes 
• Coal reports 
• Mineral drillholes 
• Mineral reports 
• Petroleum wells 
• Petroleum reports 
• 2D seismic surveys 
• 3D seismic surveys 
• Geophysical surveys 



Each layer is related to a catalogue in the database.  You can access the catalogue by selecting items in the layer and 
then clicking the open catalogue button.  Refer to the open catalogue tool description in the map catalogue section 
below. 

3.2 Map Controls 

The Petroleum Data Map is given below. Control buttons are at top left of the map and catalogue attributes are 
displayed at the bottom. 

 

The table below shows the function of control buttons. 

Zoom in/out 

 
 

• Changes the map scale in or out 

Default extents 

 
 

• Zooms the map to the default extent 

Catalogue attribute 

 
 

• Opens the layer catalogue at bottom of map display. 
• Each visible layer’s catalogue is displayed in a separate tab. 
• Additional tools are displayed in the catalogue (see catalogue section). 

 
Layer list 

 
 

 
 

• Lists the layers that can be displayed in the map.  Checkboxes control 
whether the layer is showing or not. 

• Expanding the layer shows the layer symbology. 
• Clicking the 3 dots gives the option to set the layers visibility range and to 

enable/disable pop-ups. 



Select 

 
 

 
 

 

• Shows the layers that can be selected. 
o Selecting/de-selecting the layer checkbox makes the layer 

selectable or not. 
• To select items in a layer, click the Select button then click and drag the 

mouse over the items you want to select. 
o To add items to the selection press shift then click and drag the 

mouse over the items. 
o To remove items from selection press ctrl then click and drag the 

mouse over the items. 
• When items in a layer are selected you can click on the 3 dots to display 

other selection actions such as zoom to, pan to etc. 
• To clear the selection click on the Clear button 

 
Basemap gallery 

 
 

• A range of basemaps are available including QMap geological, 
topographical and earth imagery 

 

3.3 Map Catalogue 

The map catalogue shows the attributes of the features displayed on the map.  The catalogue is displayed by clicking 
the catalogue attribute button in the map area as shown in the map controls above.  Selected items are displayed 
blue in the catalogue.  There are a number of tools associated with the catalogue which are listed below. 

Open catalogue 

 
 

• When you have items selected, clicking this button will open a 
catalogue view of the items in another browser tab.  In the new tab 
you can click on the Actions button which gives options to open other 
catalogues that are related to the item you selected on the map. 

• The number of selected items cannot exceed 200.  If you select more 
than 200 items you will received a warning message.  Click OK on the 
message and reduce the number of selected items. 

• If no items are selected then the open catalogue button is greyed out 

Show selected/all 
records 

 
 

• Clicking the show selected records button toggles between showing 
just the selected records or all the records in a catalogue. 

Filter 

 
 
 

• This tool allows you to create queries that controls what features are 
displayed on the map e.g. you can create a filter that would only 
display petroleum wells that have a TVD > 3500m 



Show/Hide columns 

 
 

• This tool allows you control which columns are displayed or not. 

Filter by map extent 

 
 

• When this button is clicked on, only the items that are displayed 
within the map extents are listed in the catalogue.  As you zoom in or 
out the number of items will change based on the map extent.   

Zoom to 

 
 

• When items have been selected, clicking on this button will zoom the 
map to the selected items  

  



Section 4: Downloading Petroleum Well Data 

Navigate to Petroleum>Wells>Enhanced Well Data>‘Log Images’, ‘Digital Wireline’ or ‘Wellbore Samples’ on the left 
hand side of the screen. 

 

 

  



Select ‘Log Images’, ‘Digital Wireline’ or ‘Wellbore Samples’. 

Enter the relevant search fields, see the example below for ‘Log Images’, one or more is required, and ‘click search’. 

 

A log images list opens in a new window. Select the ‘check box’ for required log(s), wireline data or samples. Hover 
the mouse over ‘Actions’ tab and select ‘Download’ from the drop down menu. In the new download window click 
the download link. 

   



Section 5: Enhanced Search Function 

Enter the information you wish to search for into the search bar (* is the wild card symbol for this search). Click the 
green arrow next to the search bar.  

 

 

  



Relevant items will be displayed. 

 

An item can be directly downloaded by clicking the name of the item e.g. MR5589. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  



Related items will be displayed by hovering the mouse over the ‘Related Items’ tab and an enhanced search can be 
applied by clicking any item in the list. 

 

The search results can be filtered by using ‘AVAILABLE FILTERS’ on the right hand side of the screen. 

 

The selected filter can be seen on the right hand side of the screen, click the ‘red cross’ to remove the filter. 

 

 

 

 



Catalogues having items related to a search results can be displayed by hovering the mouse over ‘Action’ tab.  

 

Clicking on the catalogue name will open the catalogue in a new browser tab. 
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